Rector Writes: March 2014

“Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends” Jn
15:13

| came across this story which | found somewhat moving. We hear so many
stories of human greed and to use an old fashioned word wickedness that to hear
a story of human kindness, love and selflessness | feel it is worth celebrating.

“My boyfriend died about a year ago. | was in the hospital for kidney problems and
he was driving to visit me on a rainy day. The police said his car flipped over due
to the rain. He died an hour later in the same hospital | stayed at. Before he died
he asked doctors to give me his kidney and his love”.

Our journey to the Cross begins on Ash Wednesday then throughout Lent to Good
Friday. The Cross is both a reminder of human sin and God'’s inexhaustible love
for us. Love has the power to change us; it can inspire us to better live our lives.
The boyfriend who died visiting his loved one demonstrated his love. The recipient
of his love and his kidney will be changed - | wonder what that person felt on
hearing the doctor's message and subsequently living with the kidney of their
boyfriend. Words fail to express our feelings and our thoughts. The story is of
course sad but it is inspiring. Through an undeniably tragic set of events love
shines out. The darkness of the tale only serves to amplify the message of
goodness and selflessness. It is incredibly humbling to receive such love.

There is a resonance with the cross or to be more accurate the crucifix of Christ. A
cross was an empty wooden device used by the Romans to execute the
condemned. A crucifix is that wooden device with someone being executed on it.
It is looking at a crucifix not a cross that we are confronted with a tragic reality but
one that nevertheless speaks of great love. Christ's sacrifice and death should
neither be ignored nor sanitised because in the darkness of the tale God's love is
truly amplified. You can't have an Easter day without a Good Friday. The
resurrection only makes sense in relation to death. Traditionally a crucifix is used
as a focus for devotion and to repel evil - not in the caricatured sense we see in
horror films. But in a deep spiritual sense because a genuine engagement with the
crucifix is to be changed by the love one sees there. That is why evil resists the
crucifix. Evil recognised the person of Christ in the many exorcisms we read of in
the gospels. Evil recognised and resisted. The crucifix as a devotional tool has the
power to change us by bringing us into a greater and deeper relationship with God
through the love we see. Evil does not want to be changed. Part of us resists
being changed because to see the love of God and to accept that love requires
humility. We neither deserve it nor can repay it. We can only receive it but in the
receiving we are changed ‘beholding the glory of the Lord, we are being
transformed into the same image from one degree of glory to another’ 2 Cor 3:18.
The crucifix of Christ is truly the glory of God and one can see why such moving
hymns, writings and works of art have been created in response to it. It is the
personal transformation however we see in lives changed from glory into glory by
a sustained engagement with the crucifix that is the most desired of responses
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DIARY FOR MARCH 2014

Quinquagesima

8.00am Holy Communion at Birtles
9.45am Holy Communion at Alderley
11.15am Family Service at Birtles
6.30pm Evensong at Alderley

10.00am Holy Communion at Alderley

First Sunday in Lent

8.00am Holy Communion at Alderley
9.45am Family Service at Alderley

11,15am Holy Communion at Birtles

6.30pm Holy Communion at Alderley (said)

6.30pm Joint Choral Evensong at St.Philips

10.00am Holy Communion at Alderley

Second Sunday in Lent

8.00am Holy Communion at Alderley
9.45am Holy Communion at Alderley
11.15am Mattins at Birtles

6.30pn Evensong at Alderley

10.00am Holy Communion at Alderley

Third Sunday in Lent

8.00am Holy Communion at Alderley

9.45am Mattins with Sunday School at Alderley
11.15am Holy Communion at Birtles

6.30pm Evensong at Alderley

10.00am Holy Communion at Alderley

Mothering Sunday

8.00am Holy Communion at Birtles
9.45am Holy Communion at Alderley
Mothers’ Union Cake Sale

11.15am Family Service at Birtles
6.30pm Evensong at Alderley

April
Sat. 5"

Sun.6™

10.30am Choir Jumble Sale

Fifth Sunday in Lent

8.00am Holy Communion at Birtles
9.45am Holy Communion at Alderley
11.15am Family Service at Birtles
6.30pm Evensong at Alderley

COFFEE is available in the Parish Hall after the 9.45am Service.

At the end of the Morning Service coffee and biscuits are provided by a
stalwart group of volunteers in the Parish Hall. Donations will be given to charity.

COLLECTION TOTALS

Week Gift Aid Non-Gift Aid Standing

ending | Envelopes & Misc Cash Orders Total

Jan 5" 184.00 32.00 216.00

Jan 12th 366.95 31.30 398.25

Jan 19" 212.00 66.33 278.33

Jan 26" 304.00 32.00 336.00
745.00 745.00

TOTAL 1066.95 161.63 745.00 1973.58

ST MARY’S NEED NEARLY £6000 PER MONTH FOR RUNNING C OSTS

MOTHERS' UNION

Our next speaker is —
Rhona Marshall

“A First Hand Uganda Experience"
Wednesday19th February at 2.00pm

ALL ARE WELCOME SO PLEASE DO JOIN US!




SOCIAL COMMITTEE

The Bridge Drive took place on Monday February 10 thas planned and it was a

successful afternoon. We made a profit after expenses of £389.60p. £300 has
been passed to the PCC account, to help in a small way with the ongoing deficit.
£89.60p has been kept for eventualities, some to go to our Charity donations pot.

We have also held a Soup and Cheese Lunch, basically for the Tea Party
people, on February18that Margaret Worthington’s home.

We plan to have a Tea Party in late March. Plans to be confirmed. Detail by word
of mouth!

Janet Adamson Tel: 01625 583320

ST MARY'S WALKING GROUP

Saturday 12 B April — 10.00am start prompt

Walk: A circuit from Winster

Starting along the Limestone Way with views over Matlock, we then turn to pass
through Grangemill and on to Aldwark before we return to Winster. The walk is

generally flat with a couple of short climbs and a possible short stop at a pub for
refreshment.

Starting Point: Winster Top Car Park

Grid Ref: SK238602

Maps: OS Explorer 24 White Peak

Length : 71/2 miles. Easy/ Moderate

Further info: Packed lunch and drinks needed. Please contact Will Ablett (01625
585180 or 07977 978620) shortly before the walk date to check the walk has not
been changed due to the recent weather conditions or with any other questions.

This is the second Saturday of the month due to a clash with the Choir Jumble
Sale.
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®
_ I-I Women's World Day of Prayer
- Friday 7th March 2013
o
I 7.00pm
at ®

St. Philips & St. James, Alderley Edge

Women's World Day of Prayer is a global, ecumenical movement of informed
prayer and prayerful action, organised and led by Christian women who call the
faithful together on the first Friday in March each year to observe a common day
of prayer and who, in many countries, have a continuing relationship in prayer and
service.

The service is written by a different country each year and that country then
becomes the focus of the world's prayers on the day itself, which begins as dawn
breaks over the islands of Tonga in the Pacific and continues across each
continent until the last services of this special day are held back in the Pacific, on
the islands of Samoa, circling the world in prayer for 36 hours.

The origins of Women's World Day of Prayer date back to the 19th century when
Christian women in the USA and Canada initiated a variety of cooperative
activities in support of women's involvement in mission, at home and abroad.

On Friday 7" March over 3 million people world-wide will be praying and
worshipping together during an annual day of prayer, using a form of service
prepared by the women of Egypt. The theme will be ‘Stream in the Desert’.

Jean Hackett, president of the National Committee of the Women’s World Day of
Prayer movement in England, Wales and Northern Ireland, said:

‘This is always an exciting day as a great wave of prayer sweeps the world,
beginning when the first service is held in the Queen Salote Girls School in Tonga
and continuing

around the world until the final service takes place, some 35 hours later, in
neighbouring Western Samoa. By then the day will have been celebrated in over
170 countries and more than 6,000 services will have been held in the British Isles
alone.’



March 20™ Cuthbert ¢ 634-87 monk and bishop of Lindisfarne

Cuthbert of Lindisfarne has long
been northern England’s favourite
saint. It is easy to see why: Cuthbert
loved God with all his heart, and
loved others as himself. By all
accounts, he was holy, humble,
peaceable, prayerful, faithful in
friendship, charming and really kind.

Cuthbert was born into a fairly well-
off Anglo-Saxon family, and became
a monk at Melrose in 651. He and
another monk, Eata, were sent to
start a monastery at Ripon, but
Alcfrith, who owned the land, insisted
that they adopt the Roman customs,
which Cuthbert’s Celtic church did
not allow.

So Cuthbert and Eata quietly returned to Melrose, where Cuthbert became prior in
about 661. Then came the Synod of Whitby in 663/4, and the Celtic Church
formally decided to adopt the Roman Customs. After this, Cuthbert was sent on to
Lindisfarne as prior, where he sensitively introduced the new ways, and won over
the monks there.

Cuthbert was very much loved at Lindisfarne. His zeal was evident in his constant
preaching, teaching, and visiting of the people. He was also said to have gifts of
prophecy and healing. Occasionally, Cuthbert reached ‘people overload’. Then he
would retreat to a tiny islet called Inner Farne, where he could pray in total
seclusion. When, to his horror, he was told he had been made Bishop of Hexham,
he immediately ‘swapped’ sees with Eata, and stayed on at Lindisfarne as Bishop.

Sadly, Cuthbert died on little Inner Farne, only two years later, on 20 March, 687.
Cuthbert was buried at Lindisfarne, but that is not the end of his story. For it was
only now that his travels began. After the Vikings destroyed Lindisfarne in 875,
several monks dug him up and set out to find Cuthbert a final, and safe, resting
place. For the next 120 years Cuthbert was deposited in various monasteries
around the north of England and southwest Scotland. Finally, in 999, Cuthbert
was allowed to rest in Durham, where a Saxon church was built over his shrine.

All that travel must have done him good; when his body was exhumed to be put
into the new’ Norman Cathedral in Durham in 1104, it was said to be still in perfect
tact, and ‘incorrupt’
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South African Soup Kitchens —
This Mothering Sunday help change a life

Chester Diocese has been linked with Cape Town since 1972 and members have
been providing the funding for the Soup Kitchens for many, many years.

There are now some 37 Soup Kitchens in Cape Town (this has recently been
divided into three diocese of Cape Town, False Bay and Saldanah Bay) and
approximately 3,000 children and adults are fed each week.

St.Mary’s Mothers’ Union branch is supporting this worthy cause by holding a
cake sale. Please support us if you can.

‘W
&

Sunday 30th March

(after the Morning Service)

HOMEMADE CAKE SALE

with your Morning Coffee!

Is our sugar in a jam?
Did you know there is such a thing as a jam directive?

It comes from the European Union and their latest wants is to have less sugar in
British jam.

Plans to reduce our jam's sugar level from 60 to 50 per cent is worrying some
MPs. Tessa Munt, Lib Dem MP for Wells, warns: “by reducing the percentage of
total sugar, the characteristic gel-like consistency of jams and marmalade will be
lost. The result will be an homogenised spreadable sludge... I'm quite worried
because | think this is going to be the end of the British breakfast as we know it."




CHOIR ANNUAL JUMBLE SALE - Saturday 5 ™ April - 10.30am

As you will have seen in last month’s magazine “It is here again”

This has been a Choir Annual event for the last 50 years, and for my sins | have
been part of it all that time!! The Choir and friends have always regarded it as a
social event from which we have been able to raise money for choir needs,
including all the music required for the choir, annual membership subscription to
the RSCM, gifts to the sick. Ten pin bowling outing for the juniors along with the
trip to Chester Cathedral, annual dinner and £1065 for the new hymn books for
the congregation.

Over the years George Yarwood who many of you will remember (our organist for
25 years) but who died in 1996 had built up a very good “jumble” relationship with
St. Paul's Church in Salford, where Canon Wyatt does wonderful work among the
homeless and needy folk. This contact has been maintained ever since and they
are most grateful for all the unsold goods that they take away from us after we
have finished. This | regard as being the most important part of the day and a
charitable gift from the choir.

We have become well known by many buyers in the Jumble world with over 100
attending each of the last 3 years and most from outside the Parish.

Last year | received a phone call one Monday asking whether it was our jumble
sale this Saturday, and when | said “No” she told me “Well it was this weekend
last year!!l!

We are not short of buyers, but | am putting a request out to everyone who might
be willing to help us on Friday afternoon 2pm-4pm on 4" April and/or Saturday
morning 9.30am for a couple of hours or so.

If you have never attended a Jumble Sale, you haven't lived !!!! Quite an
experience and age is no barrier. One of our youngest members was one of our
best salesmen a year or two ago!

If anyone is willing, please ring me on 01625 583336

Noni Watkins

Any jumble can be brought to the Parish Hall between 2pm and 4pm on Friday or
9am Saturday

ADVANCE NOTICE

Choir Annual Jumble Sale on Saturday 5™ April 2014
Please remember us when you start to do your Spring Clean!!!!

Noni Watkins (01625 583336)

Easter Flowers

If you would like to make a donation towards the cost of the Lillies and Easter
Flowers in Church in memory of loved ones please place your donation in an
envelope with your name and the names of those to be remembered clearly
written on the outside. Envelopes to be handed to Michael Penlington or placed in
the appropriate box just inside the entrance to the Church.

Cheques to be made payable to; 'Alderley Church Flower Fund'

A list of loved ones to be remembered will be put in Church and published in the
Parish Magazine.

Decoration of the Church for Easter

We shall be decorating the church for Easter on Friday 18th April from 10.30am
Your help and gifts of foliage will be greatly appreciated. Please contact Michael
Penlington (01625 530084) if you have foliage or wish to help.




The Great War: THE TRENCHES

The trenches are the defining visual image of the Great War. Both sides created
them when it became obvious that for all the ‘pushes’ and counter-attacks not
much was happening geographically. A hilly ridge would be taken, at enormous
human cost. A month later it would be recaptured. The trenches stretched for
hundreds of miles across northern France, once the earlier ones in southern
Belgium were abandoned, and they became ‘home’ to hundreds of thousands of
soldiers.

The trench was a narrow but deep ditch, designed to shield the men who were on
look-out duty from enemy fire. Behind the trenches were the living quarters - dug
out of the earth, usually with roofs of corrugated iron, where there were bunks for
sleeping and rudimentary facilities for washing and eating. Hot food came from the
Company cook-house behind the lines. ‘Too much bully beef’, my father
complained - corned beef, to us. Very nice as an occasional choice, but a bit
unexciting as a regular diet. Surprisingly, perhaps, to those of us who only know of
the War from films and books, in between major outbreaks of fighting the trench
provided an adequate if modest degree of normality. Every day, my father told me,
the newspaper seller would visit with copies of the Daily Mail. No escaping from
the football results and news from home.

The trouble was that periodically the senior officers would decide that it was time
for another desperate attempt to dislodge the enemy. Bayonets would be fixed,
ashen faced young men would line up in the trenches awaiting the signal - usually
a blast on a whistle - which would summon them to climb the steps out into the
open, there to face, inevitably, the devastating fire of the German machine guns. It
was some time into the War before the Allies were equipped with these deadly
weapons, and it was the multiple, sustained rain of bullets that caused most of the
casualties.

Above all this was the constant barrage of the big guns, firing from both sides but
well behind the lines. Their thunderous roar could be heard at times far away
across the Channel in Kent. Most of the shells simply exploded in the soft soil of
Flanders or the Somme - they are still being ploughed up by farmers today, a
century later. But some were what became known as ‘direct hits’, and those could
be devastating.

In the midst of all this - the mud, the stench, the noise and the imminent possibility
of death - were the soldiers themselves. Among them moved the medics, the
nurses, the chaplains - agents of care and compassion in a world which seemed
to have gone mad. Some soldiers simply couldn’t stand it. ‘Shell-shocked’ was the
diagnosis in those days. The wonder is that anybody could.
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ROTA FOR MARCH 2014

LADY SIDESMEN / SIDESMEN /LECTORS

DATE TIME SIDESMEN LECTOR

oo 9.45am Mr G Hilton & Mrs J Robinson Mrs E Jackson
6.30pm Mrs J Bean Mr P Bean
8.00am Mrs B Essayan

oth 9:45am Mr A Claridge & Mrs R Dyas Miss S Vardon

Mrs D Barber
6.30PM | \deriey and Joit Choral Evensong at st | MrS F Robinson
Bartholomew's, Wilmslow

8.00am Mr H A Wright

16" 9.45am Mr J Ratchford & Mrs W Liddle Mrs A Davis
6.30pm Mr A Cockitt Mrs A Dodd
8.00am Mr R Akester

23 9.45am | Mr J Stephenson & Mr S Welsh | Mrs C Stephenson
6.30pm Mrs A Cobb Mrs F Robinson
8.00am Mr P Bean

30" 9.45am Mrs C Sti%gﬂfg: &Mrs J Mrs W Liddle
6.30pm Mrs A Robinson Mr P Reynolds

& Apr 9.45am Mrs J Martin & Mr G Woolley Miss SJ Dunhill
6:30pm Mr A Cockitt Mrs A Dodd
11




Sunday 16th Feb Oliver Blackhurst

Friday 21st Feb Lucy Baker and Tom Wildig

FLOWER ROTA

Mar..2™
Mar.. 9"
Mar. 16"
Mar.. 23"
Mar.30"

MAGAZINE CONTRIBUTIONS

The deadline for the next magazine is Thursday 20 ™ March 2014
Please send all copy to:

Editorial: Jenny Youatt Email: info@stmarysalderley.com
1, Orchard Crescent, Nether Alderley, SK10 4TZ

Production: Jean Whittingham

Subscriptions
& Distribution: Peter Bean: 01625 582073

Large format copies of the magazine are available.
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